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WEAVER ROAD BRIDGE 

Bridge Type: 

Date: 

Location: 

Builder: 

Owner: 

Significance; 

Discription 

Pony Pratt Bedstead 

1898 

Weaver Rd (County Rd. A323) spanning Paint Rock Creek, 
Kingston Vicinity, Roane County, Tennessee. 

Champion Bridge Company, Wilmington OH. 

Roane County 

The Weaver Road Bridge derives its significance from its 
representative nature as an example of the pony Pratt 
Bedstead truss type as well as its association with the 
Champion Bridge Company. 

The Weaver Rd. Bridge is 76 feet in length and 
contains two steel I-beam spans and one pony truss. The 
truss span is a 42-foot steel three-panel pony (low) Pratt 
Bedstead truss. Each steel I-beam approach span is 17 feet 
in length. The curb-to-curb width is 12 feet and the 
out-to-out width is 14 feet. The height of the pony truss 
is five feet above floor level. The end posts are 15 feet 
in height (from top chord to the ground). All joints are 
pin-connected and the deck is concrete. 

The top chord is composed of channels connected with 
lacing underneath. The end posts are channels connected 
with double lacing on top as well as underneath, the other 
vertical members are paired angles connected with double 
lacing. The bottom chord of each flanking panel is an 
H-beam extending at an angle from the hip vertical to a 
point on the end post three feet below the floor level. 

The bridge was erected in 1898 by the Champion Bridge 
Company of Wilmington, Ohio. This company was officially 
founded in the 1870's as an outgrowth of general bridge 
work done by carpenter zimri Wall prior to the Civil War. 
The company had branch offices in Atlanta and Chattanooga 
and thus built numerous bridges throughout the South. The 
company is still in existance and is probably the oldest 
surviving bridge company in the United States. Several 
bridges by this company remain in Tennessee. 
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